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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 6354 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF STEVE BIKO: NOV. 22, 23 INQUEST 
PROCEEDINGS 

REF: PRETORIA 6282 

IN NOV. 22 AFTERNOON AND NOV. 23 MORNING SESSIONS, 

BIKO FAMILY ADVOCATE SIDNEY KENTRIDGE, CLOSELY QUESTIONED 
PORT ELIZABETH CHIEF DISTRICT SURGEON DR. BENJAMIN TUCKER 
ABOUT INCONSISTENCIES IN HIS VARIOUS STATEMENTS ON BIKO'S 
HEALTH. KENTRIDGE SUGGESTED THAT TUCKER DURING HIS 
EXAMINATIONS OF BIKO HAD NOT ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
BIKO'S LIP INJURY OR THE POSSIBILITY OF A HEAD INJURY 
IN ORDER TO AVOID EMBARRASSING THE SECURITY POLICE. 

KENTRIDGE ALSO ATTACKED THE VERACITY OF AFFIDAVITS 
SIGNED BY TUCKER AFTER BIKO'S DEATH PERTAINING TO 
THE DETAINEE’S CONDITION PRIOR TO THE DECEASED'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TRANSFER TO PRETORIA. TUCKER CONCEDED THAT THE 
STATEMENT IN HIS ORIGINAL AFFIDAVIT AFTER THE DEATH 
THAT "THERE WAS NO POSITIVE SIGN TO INDICATE ORGANIC 
DISEASES" MIGHT HAVE BEEN "POORLY WORDED." KENTRIDGE 
ARGUED THAT TUCKER HAD REASON TO SUSPECT THAT SOMETHING 
WAS SERIOUSLY WRONG WITH BIKO. INCLUDING TUCKER'S 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE THAT BIKO HAD SHOWN A PLANTER REFLEX 
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(UPTURNED TOE) AT AN EARLIER EXAMINATION. TUCKER 
ADMITTED RELUCTANTLY THAT BIKO HAD SHOWN CLASSICAL 
SYMPTOMS OF BRAIN DAMAGE. KENTRIDGE ALSO QUESTIONED 
WHY TUCKER HAD NOT STRENUOUSLY OBIECT TO THE DECISION 
TO HAVE BIKO TAKEN TO PRETORIA BY ROAD. TUCKER 
CONCEDED THAT SECURITY INTERESTS HAD BEEN PLACED 
ABOVE THE INTEREST OF HIS PATIENT. 

BOWDLER 
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